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Appendix 2: Homelessness in Victoria 

 

 

 

The stereotypical image of homelessness is often those sleeping rough. However, this only represents 

7% of those experiencing homelessness; in Victoria it is 5%. Other experiences of homelessness 

includes people using supported accommodation such as crisis accommodation provided by agencies 

like Launch Housing; people staying temporarily with other households; people living in boarding houses 

and other temporary lodgings; and people living in 'severely crowded’ dwellings. 

The 2016 ABS Census estimated that more than 116,000 people, including children and young people, 

experience homelessness on any given night across Australia. In Victoria, that figure is close to 25,000 

people. As highlighted in Launch Housing’s inaugural Australian Homelessness Monitor, homelessness 

has outpaced population growth, rough sleeping has increased, as has demand for specialist 

homelessness services. This is largely driven by housing crisis and, domestic and family violence. 

https://www.launchhousing.org.au/australianhomelessnessmonitor/
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The demand for homelessness services in Victoria increased by 28% from 2011 to 2016. The co-

occurrence of mental health is ever-present for people either at risk of or experiencing homelessness.  

 

 


